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The Stac Fada member is a layer about 20m deep within 
the Bay of Stoer Sandstone Formation found in 
northwest Scotland. 


Stac Fada shows evidence of a large meteorite in 
Scotland, as it is deformed and contains glassy mafic 
fragments and accretionary lapilli (Simms, M.J, 2015).


The impact crater is thought to be under Lairg in 
Sutherland, indicated by a gravity low. Further evidence 
of the meteorite includes: shock metamorphism of 
biotite, quartz and zircon, the presence of iridium, and 
grey patches of vitrified material within the Stac Fada 
layer (Kenny et al, 2019).


It is mostly found along the coasts as it has been 
exposed by faulting and erosion. 
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Location 1 - Stattic Point 

Grid Reference: NG 96 95 
British National Grid: 196862, 895196 

Location 2 - Poolewe 

Grid Reference: NG 96 95 
British National Grid: 196862, 895196 

Location 3 - Stoer Bay 

Grid Reference: NG 96 95 
British National Grid: 196862, 895196 
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Location 1 

Grid Reference: NG 96 95 
British National Grid: 196862, 895196 

Drive along the A835 towards Ullapool.


Turn at the Corrieshalloch Gorge onto the A832, 
following signs to Aultbea and Poolewe. Drive 
along Little Loch Broom until you reach Gruinard 
Bay and Mungasdale. On your right there will be a 
beach and farmland. Around the corner from this 
is a parking place by the side of the road. 


Walk back along the road until you reach a gate 
leading to the beach. It will have signs warning of 
security cameras along the fences to stop cattle 
theft. 


Walk all the way along the coast to the tip of the 
headland called Stattic Point. It takes about 2 
hours and there is no path, though if you stay 
close to the coast the sandstone and goat paths 
provide decent walking surfaces.

If you go at low tide, the beaches are easier to 
walk across. About halfway there you will cross a 
fence with wooden steps.

After this you will find a pebbly beach. This is the 
last beach and is followed by large outcrops of 
sandstone. 

Continue along the sandstone until you reach 
cliffs, which may have goats nearby. You should 
be able to see Stattic point. 

Stac Fada

Continue towards the headland, at which point 
the entire coast becomes predominantly Stac 
Fada. Although this is a long walk, it is 
worthwhile for the size and quality of the deposit. 
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Stac Fada
Wildlife Hide

Location 2 

Grid Reference: NG 86 81 
British National Grid: 186136, 881729 

Drive along the A835 towards Ullapool.


Turn at the Corrieshalloch Gorge onto the 
A832, following signs to Aultbea and Poolewe. 
You will pass location 1. 


Continue until you reach Poolewe and the 
Inverewe Gardens.  

Park outside the Inverewe Garden’s visitor centre.  
This costs £3. Alternatively, slightly further along 
the road is a parking place next to the beach. 


Once parked, follow signs to the Wildlife Hide 
along Kernsary Path. These signs are visible from 
the Garden's parking area. 


Wildlife Hide
Stac Fada

Go onto the beach behind the Wildlife Hide, either 
by going through the bushes or around the beach. 
There you will see a heavily lichened Stac Fada 
deposit. 


Welly boots recommended.


Continue following the path until you cross a 
cattle grid. The Wildlife Hide is just off the path 
after the grid. 


Inverewe Gardens Stac Fada

Wildlife Hide
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Location 3 

Grid Reference: NC 03 29 
British National Grid: 203488, 929196


Drive through Ullapool and head north towards 
Ledmore junction on A835. Do not trust GPS if it 
directs you to follow signs to Achiltibuie, as that 
will take an hour longer.


When you reach Ledmore junction turn onto the 
A837 and follow signs to Lochinver. Just before 
you reach Lochinver turn right onto the B869, 
and follow signs to Stoer Bay. Be advised this is 
a single track road. 


Continue along this until you reach Stoer. You will 
pass through Clachtoll just before reaching Stoer. 

There is a walled cemetery directly across from 
the beach where you will find parking.


Cemetery

Once parked, head towards the beach, going 
through a gate and across a sheep field. 

Once you reach a bench, look along the coast and 
you will see a sheep path leading to the Stac Fada 
formation. This walk takes about 20 minutes. 

Walk up the path, following the wall, until you 
reach the gate. From here, you should be able to 
see the Stac Fada deposit in the distance. 

Stac Fada

Continue through the sheep field and cross a 
small stream, staying close to the coast.

Follow the sheep path until you reach Stac Fada

Stac Fada
Sheep path
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Other Possible Locations 

Achiltibuie 

Grid Reference: NC 022 082 
British National Grid: 202203, 908221 

Drive north out of Ullapool along the A835. At 
Drumrunie turn left, following signs to 
Achiltibuie. Note this is a single track road. Drive 
through Achiltibuie and park at the Summer Isles 
Hotel. After parking, walk back slightly along the 
road, go through a cattle gate and walk down to 
the coast. The fields are quite boggy. A small 
Stac Fada outcrop should be on the coast 
surrounded by distinctive Scourian Orthogneiss. 


Geology maps show Stac Fada deposits in these 
areas, but none could be found in the field. This is 
likely because they were too heavily weathered or 
extremely difficult to access. 

Bad Leathan 

Grid Reference: NG 875 844 
British National Grid: 187520, 884494 

Drive along the A835 towards Ullapool. Turn at 
the Corrieshalloch Gorge onto the A832, 
following signs to Aultbea and Poolewe, 
continuing until just before Poolewe. There is 
roadside parking at the top of the hill, across 
from a group of trees. After parking, work your 
way down the slope. Either side of the trees and 
through the trees you will find extremely steep, 
boggy terrain. The Stac Fada outcrop should 
appear on the slope and just on the coast. 


Inverewe Gardens 

Grid Reference: NG 86 83 
British National Grid: 186052, 883306 

Drive along the A835 towards Ullapool. Turn at 
the Corrieshalloch Gorge onto the A832, 
following signs to Aultbea and Poolewe. 


Continue to Poolewe and park at Inverewe 
Gardens. Within the gardens there should be a 
strip of Stac Fada outcrop on the coasts. Be 
advised that it costs £13 to enter. If you walk 
along the Jetty Path, you’ll reach the point where 
the Stac Fada outcrop should be. 


Interestingly, if you go into the logging area near 
the jetty, there are rocks that are neither Stac 
Fada nor Bay of Stoer Sandstone.  However, 
they might just be displaced boulders from 
elsewhere. 
Bad Leathan

Parking

Inverewe Gardens

Potential Stac Fada
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